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WARBOYS PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Warboys Parish Council held on 12th September 2016 at the 

Parish Centre, Warboys. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell, Chairman. 

 

Councillors Mrs J M Cole, R J Dykstra, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, R A Payne, J 

A Parker, Mrs S Stafford, Mrs J E Tavener, G C M Willis and Dr S C Withams  

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 
 

District Councillor P L E Bucknell. 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, D W 

England and Mrs A R Wyatt and County Councillor M R Tew. 

 

 

80/16 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Chairman thanked Councillors England and Mrs Tavener who had attended the 

Mayor of Ramsey’s Civic Service on behalf of the Parish Council and to Councillor 

Parker who had deputised for her at the meeting with residents of The Paddocks. 

 

Members were informed that the presentation of awards to children who had taken part in 

the Summer Reading Challenge would take place at the Library on the afternoon of 15th 

September and Members were encouraged to attend to support the Library staff and the 

children receiving awards. 

 

The Chairman presented a framed print of Lancasters of 156 Squadron at Warboys 

Airfield during World War II.  This had been signed by surviving members of the 

Pathfinder Force who had been present at an event that she had attended at RAF Wyton 

with her husband in his capacity as Chairman of Huntingdonshire District Council some 

weeks previously.  The Chairman had arranged for the print to be framed for it to be hung 

in the Parish Centre and its future replacement so that it could be viewed by users. 

 

Members of the Council expressed their appreciation to the Chairman for her action in 

obtaining a print of the drawing and her generosity in arranging for it to be framed.   

 

 

81/16 MINUTES 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Dr Withams and seconded by Councillor Mrs Harlock, 

the Minutes of the meeting held on 8th August 2016 were approved as a correct record 

and signed by the Chairman, subject to the addition of the words ‘and damaging the 

footway’ after the word ‘property’ in the third line of the fifth paragraph of Minute No. 
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75/16 entitled ‘Open Forum’, together with the deletion of the words ‘or removed’ after 

the word ‘back’ in the same line. 

 

 

82/16 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 

The Clerk reported that Councillor Mrs Stafford had declared a disclosable pecuniary 

interest in Minute No. 102/16 (Closure of Station Road Footway) as she lived nearby and 

had applied for a dispensation to speak on the matter as the subject of the discussion did 

not affect the value of her property in any way. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that a dispensation be granted to Councillor Mrs Stafford in relation to the Minute 

in question.  

   

 

83/16 MATTERS ARISING 

 

The Council considered the following matters arising from the meeting held on 8th 

August 2016:- 

 

(a) Car Park and Activities for Young People 

 

Further to Minute No. 63/16(c), the Clerk reported that a meeting had taken place 

on 15th August with the Manager of the County Council’s Locality Team, 

Sergeant Street of the Police Neighbourhood Team and District Councillor 

Bucknell at which the issue of additional activities for young people had been 

discussed.  As no further information had been received from the Locality 

Manager since that time, the Clerk indicated that he would contact him to 

progress the matter.   

 

Councillor Mrs Tavener informed Members that she had spoken to one of the 

supervisors of the Connection Bus when it had been parked at the Sports Field 

when the Picnic in the Park had taken place on 31st July.  The supervisor had 

suggested that if the vehicle was parked at that location as opposed to the Library 

car park during the regular visits to Warboys on Friday evenings this would 

enable the staff to undertake outdoor activities with the youngsters. 

 

Under the circumstances, the Clerk was requested to obtain the views of the 

Connections Bus Project and the Sports Field Committee and report back at the 

next meeting. 

 

(Councillor Mrs Stafford arrived at the meeting during the consideration of the above 

matter.) 

 

(b) Feast Week 

 

Further to Minute No. 63/16(h), the Clerk reported receipt of an e-mail on behalf 

of the Killer Shrimps band thanking the Council for engaging them to play at the 

Feast Week band concert. 
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(c) Art Exhibition 

 

Arising from Minute No. 63/16(i), the Clerk reported that a firm booking now had 

been made by Warboys Arts Group for an art exhibition on 4th and 5th November 

at the Parish Centre. 

 

(d) Open Forum 

 

Further to Minute No. 63/16(j),  the Clerk reported that the Handymen had oiled 

the door of the shipping container installed at Hallgate Allotments for the use of 

tenants and that the door should become easier to open with use.  The Clerk also 

reported that the roadway at the allotments had also now been completed. 

 

On a separate subject, Councillor Dykstra requested that a second coat of sealant 

be applied to the floor of the shelter in the vicinity of the Jubilee Clock Tower 

which the Clerk indicated that he would arrange to be undertaken by the 

Handymen. 

 

(e) Development off Station Road 

 

Further to Minute No. 63/16(k), Members were informed that the developers had 

agreed to all of the names suggested by the Council for the streets and blocks of 

apartments at the new development south of Station Road and that this had now 

been confirmed in the official notification by the District Council’s street naming 

team. 

 

(f) Christmas Lighting 

 

Arising from Minute No. 66/16, the Clerk reported that notification of the order 

made by the County Council to close the High Street for the Christmas Lights 

switch-on had now been received.  UK Power Networks had been notified of the 

anticipated power consumption for the period when the lighting would be 

illuminated and that the Parish Council’s insurers would be informed of the 

increased value of the lighting units when an updated inventory had been received 

from the Lighting Group. 

 

(g) Devolution 

 

Arising from Minute No. 70/16, the Chairman reported that there had been a 

majority in favour of devolution to Cambridgeshire and an elected mayor in the 

MORI poll undertaken on behalf of the County and District Councils, although 

those who had responded to the on-line survey had been less convinced of the 

case for an elected mayor and the additional bureaucracy involved.  Members 

were informed that the District Council would be deciding whether to formally 

support an application to the Government for the devolution proposals at a special 

meeting to be held on 19th October.  

 

(h) Planning Training 
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Further to Minute No. 78/16, the Clerk reported on the number of Members from 

the Parish Council and Chatteris Town Council who had accepted the invitation to 

the training session on planning to be presented by the Local Council Public 

Advisory Service on 20th September. 

 

 

84/16 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 8th and 18th 

August 2016 be received. 

 

 

85/16 POLICE REPORT 

 

The Clerk reported that a total of 14 crimes in the Parish of Warboys had been dealt with 

by the Police since the previous meeting, comprising 4 drugs offences, 3 thefts, 4 

assaults, 1 criminal damage, 1 possession of ammunition without a licence and 1 theft of 

a motor vehicle.  In addition, 4 reports of anti-social behaviour had been made.   

 

Members were also informed that the next meeting of the Police/Public Forum organised 

by Cambridgeshire Constabulary would be held at Ramsey Methodist Church on 21st 

September. 

 

The Chairman reported that she had spoken with the Police and Crime Commissioner at a 

recent meeting and that he had offered to attend a future meeting of the Parish Council to 

explain his role.  Members were of the opinion that this would be helpful and the Clerk 

was requested to make the necessary arrangements.   

 

 

86/16 ASSET OF COMMUNITY VALUE – WHITE HART BOWLING GREEN 

 

Further to Minute No. 63/16(a), Members were informed that the District Council had 

approved the application for the registration of the White Hart bowling green as an asset 

of community value which would prevent its sale by the owners without first offering an 

opportunity for the site to be purchased by the community. 

 

However the Clerk also reported that the District Council had alerted him to the fact that 

this would only apply if the owners of the White Hart sought to dispose of the bowling 

green in isolation.  An exemption would not prevent the owners from seeking to dispose 

of the whole site including the public house itself.  The Bowls Club had been advised of 

the situation and, following consultation with the current licensee of the premises, had 

asked the Parish Council to consider also applying to register the whole of the site as an 

asset of community value. 

 

In order to try to protect the whole of the site as an asset for Warboys, Members 

 

RESOLVED 
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that a further application be made to the District Council to register the whole of 

the site of the White Hart public house and bowling green as an asset of 

community value. 

87/16 GRASS CUTTING 

 

Further to Minute No. 67/16, a report (copies of which had been circulated to all 

Members) was submitted by the Clerk showing the grassed areas in Warboys that were 

owned and maintained by the County, District and Parish Councils. 

 

Members were reminded that the occupier of 47 Fenton Road had requested the Parish 

Council to assume responsibility for the cutting of the highway verge at the entrance to 

the cul-de-sac at Nos 47-57 Fenton Road.  This had followed concerns that the County 

Council’s decision to reduce grass cutting to three times annually had resulted in the 

height of the grass limiting visibility for motorists exiting the cul-de-sac.  A number of 

Members expressed sympathy with the request but the Clerk pointed out that this would 

necessitate cutting the verge on more than three occasions as otherwise it would not lead 

to improved visibility.  Although maintenance by the Parish Council would improve 

highway safety, Members were reminded by the Clerk that this was the responsibility of 

the County Council as the highway authority and that the application should not be 

viewed in isolation as there were several other locations in the village where similar 

circumstances applied. 

 

Members were also informed that the District Council had carried out an exercise to 

identify the ownership of the grassed areas which they were cutting.  As a result they had 

discovered that they were maintaining over 200 sites in Huntingdonshire that they did not 

own, including 7 ‘orphan’ sites in Warboys.  The District Council had therefore asked the 

County Council to take over the maintenance of 5 of the sites in Goldpits and for the 

Parish Council to assume responsibility for the remaining 2 sites in School Road and 

Flaxen Walk.   

 

The District Council had supplied details of the cost of maintaining the two sites offered 

to the Parish Council which were currently cut between 10 and 12 times per annum.  

While the cost was relatively small, the Clerk suggested that it was unlikely that the 

County Council would accept responsibility for the sites in Goldpits and that even if they 

did so, they would only be cut 3 times per annum.  It was likely therefore that the Parish 

Council would come under pressure from residents living nearby to accept responsibility 

for those sites once they were no longer maintained to the previous standard of the 

District Council. 

 

A number of Members spoke in favour of accepting responsibility for the maintenance of 

the verge in Fenton Road, while others expressed concern that this would create a 

precedent for similar applications by residents in other areas that would be difficult to 

refuse. 

 

Following a vote had been taken, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

     

 (a) that the request by the occupier of 47 Fenton Road be refused; and  
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(b) that the invitation by the District Council for the Parish Council to accept 

responsibility for the ‘orphan’ sites in School Road and Flaxen Walk be 

similarly refused. 

 

88/16 TREES 

 

Further to Minute No. 75/16, the Clerk submitted a report (copies of which had been 

circulated) regarding the condition of trees in the highway verge in High Street and at 

Adams Lyons playground. 

 

Following the concerns expressed by Councillors Mrs Cole and Payne during the Open 

Forum at the previous meeting about branches from trees in the High Street obstructing 

pedestrians and overhanging neighbouring properties and the roots causing damage to the 

footway, the Clerk reported that he had arranged for the District Council’s Tree Warden 

Co-ordinator to carry out an inspection with him of the trees in question.   

 

The smaller trees in the High Street had been provided by the Tree Warden Co-ordinator 

and planted by the Parish Council some 17 years previously.  The Tree Warden Co-

ordinator had offered to work with the Parish Council’s Handymen to prune the trees to 

prevent them obstructing passing pedestrians and overhanging adjoining properties which 

would also obviate the need for conservation area consent from the District Council for 

the work. 

 

However the Clerk advised that the larger, more mature trees had not been inspected as 

they were the responsibility of the County Council as the highway authority.  Councillor 

Mrs Cole suggested that the more mature trees had been planted in 1960 or thereabouts 

and she expressed concern about the impact of the roots in lifting the footway surface and 

the branches overhanging property boundaries in the street.  The Clerk advised Members 

that he had reported the condition of the tree in the verge adjoining 47 High Street to the 

County Council some 2 years previously but following an inspection by their tree officer, 

they had decided that no action was required. 

 

The Clerk also reported on the outcome of a meeting on site that he and Councillor 

Parker had held with residents and the site owner of The Paddocks who had complained 

about branches from trees situated in Adams Lyons playground near the boundary fence 

overhanging their homes.  The Clerk advised that he had obtained a quotation from a tree 

surgeon who had been engaged previously by the Parish Council to fell a tree in the 

playground that potentially might have been damaged in the storm at the end of July and 

also a tree that had been stripped of its bark at Jubilee Park. 

 

Members were advised that while one of the Handymen had been on a tree maintenance 

course and monitored the condition of trees for which the Parish Council was responsible, 

the Tree Warden Co-ordinator had suggested that it would be advisable if a baseline 

survey was obtained for all trees in the Council’s ownership over 20 years of age as a 

precautionary measure.  The Clerk indicated that this would only apply to the trees in 

Adams Lyons playground as none of the other trees on land in the Council’s ownership 

had reached that age. 

 

Following discussion, it was  

 

RESOLVED 
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(a) that the action with regard to the pruning of the trees in the High Street 

planted by the Parish Council be endorsed; 

 

(b) that the Clerk be requested to draw the County Council’s attention to the 

concerns expressed about the damaging effects of the mature trees in the 

High Street and Councillors Mrs Cole and Payne requested to encourage 

complainants to do likewise but otherwise no action be taken by the Parish 

Council; and    

 

(c) that the Clerk be requested to arrange for a baseline survey to be 

undertaken of the trees at Adams Lyons playground, including any work 

required to alleviate the concerns of residents of the mobile homes at The 

Paddocks. 

 

 

89/16 PUMPING STATION IN RAMSEY ROAD 

 

Further to Minute No. 68/16, the Clerk circulated a draft letter that had been prepared by 

Anglian Water for distribution to households with properties that drained to the Ramsey 

Road pumping station.  The letter explained that items were being flushed away in toilets 

that would not degrade and were causing blockages at the pumping station that was 

causing flooding nearby.  Tankers had visited the site 28 times over the past year and had 

removed over 5 tons of unflushable items.   

 

Anglian Water had asked the Parish Council to be a joint signatory of the letter and to 

work with Anglian Water to convey the message to householders to act more responsibly.  

Members had no objection to the request and it was suggested that the message also be 

drawn to the attention of residents through the Warboys Diary and the Council’s 

proposed Facebook page. 

 

 

90/16 DEFIBRILLATOR  

 

Further to Minute No. 69/16, the Clerk submitted a report (copies of which had been 

circulated to all Members) with regard to progress into the installation of a defibrillator 

funded by the Warboys 55 Plus Club. 

 

Members were informed that the 55 Plus Club had raised £2,562 towards the purchase 

and installation of the defibrillator which they were prepared to forward to the Parish 

Council.  The Clerk reported that a quotation had been received from NRH Electrical 

Services Ltd. of £440 plus VAT to install the defibrillator and a legal agreement had been 

agreed and signed by the owners of Wards of Warboys to enable the equipment to be 

installed at the premises. 

 

Under the circumstances, it was  

  

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that the offer by the 55 Plus Group be welcomed and arrangements made 

for the funding that they had raised to be transferred to the Council; 
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(b) that an order be placed with the Community Heartbeat Trust for the 

purchase of a fully automated defibrillator at a cost of £1,995 plus carriage 

of £25 and VAT; and 

(c) that the quotation from NRH Electrical Services be accepted and they be 

requested to install the equipment on its delivery; 

 

(d) that the Chairman and Vice Chairman be authorised to sign the legal 

agreement with the owners of Wards of Warboys for the installation of the 

equipment.  

 

 

91/16 ADAMS LYONS PLAYGROUND – LITTER 

 

Councillor Mrs J Cole reported that she had visited Adams Lyons playground over the 

school holidays and had had been concerned by the amount of litter that was being 

collected by the Handymen.  The Clerk advised Members that the Handymen emptied the 

bins and collected litter in the playground three times each week during the school 

holidays and twice weekly for the remainder of the year.  Litter was often strewn on the 

ground, including broken glass from alcohol bottles that had been smashed against the 

play equipment by teenagers. 

 

Members suggested that an article be included in the Diary to try to encourage users of 

the playground to act more responsibility and dispose of waste in the bins provided and 

for this to be included as an early feature on the proposed Facebook page to be discussed 

later in the meeting.   

 

The Chairman had suggested the use of the community payback scheme to help with 

litter picking in the village.  The Clerk had contacted the local organiser of the scheme in 

August but had been advised to do so again in the following month.  In the event of the 

scheme being unable to help, Members asked that consideration be given to the 

possibility of engaging a person to act as a Litterpicker when the budget was being 

prepared for the ensuing year. 

 

 

92/16    THE WEIR 

 

Councillor Mrs J Cole reported on the action that she and Councillors Ms Gifford and 

Payne had undertaken to switch on the aerator at The Weir at regular intervals to 

oxygenate the water to alleviate the adverse effects of the recent warm weather conditions 

and excessive weed growth.  Councillor Mrs Cole also suggested that a number of large 

fish had been added to the pond by persons unknown which had exacerbated the problem. 

 

Members were informed by Councillor Mrs Cole that she had met the Environment 

Agency’s Fisheries and Biodiversity Technical Officer on site in the week prior to the 

meeting and she read a letter from him with suggestions as to how to combat the weed 

growth.  He recommended ending the use of Siltex and barley straw and applying a dye 

which would block out the sunlight that the weed needed to grow.  The dye should be 

applied in late February and then topped up at monthly intervals. 
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As the dye would turn the water colour a vivid blue and then pale green over time, 

Members felt that every effort should be made to advise the public of the action being 

taken to avoid any concerns over the water colour. 

 

Following a question by Councillor Payne about the possibility of reducing the number of 

fish in The Weir, Councillor Mrs Cole explained that this would require extensive 

research into testing for disease, methods of entrapment and locating a potential 

purchaser. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that Councillors Mrs Cole, Ms Gifford and Payne be thanked for the 

actions in monitoring conditions in The Weir and regulating the use of the 

aerator; 

 

(b) that the advice of the Environment Agency be accepted for the cessation 

of the use of Siltex and barley straw and the application of dye to prohibit 

weed growth; 

 

(c) that the public be notified in advance of the effects of the dye on water 

colour; and 

 

(d) that Councillor Mrs Cole be requested to research the possibility of 

relocating of some of the larger fish in The Weir.    

 

 

93/16 APPOINTMENT OF TIME BANK CO-ORDINATOR 

 

Further to Minute No. 73/16, the Clerk reported that, although about 12 enquiries had 

been received for the post advertised of Timebank Co-ordinator, only 3 applications had 

been received.  The Appointments Panel had met and shortlisted 2 of the applicants who 

would be interviewed on 14th September.  In the event that neither of the applicants were 

suitable, the position would be re-advertised in the next edition of the Warbots Diary. 

 

 

94/16 LOCAL HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT INITIATIVE 

 

Members’ attention was drawn to the annual invitation from the County Council for bids 

to be submitted for funding under the Local Highway Improvement Initiative for 

2017/18.  A summary of scheme criteria had been circulated to all Members which 

limited applications to one per parish.  A minimum 10% contribution was required 

towards the cost of an approved scheme with applications offering a higher proportion of 

the cost being more likely of success. 

 

 The Clerk reminded Members that an application had been made for an improved 

crossing on the A141 at Fenton Road in the previous year but the initiative had been 

heavily oversubscribed and the application had not been successful.  It was pointed out 

that any scheme that was submitted for 2017/18 now also required further evidence that it 

was a persistent problem and had the support of the local community. 
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Councillor Payne proposed that an application be submitted for the resurfacing of the 

footway in High Street which was in poor condition and dangerous for use by the elderly 

and persons with a walking disability.  If an application was to have any chance of 

success, the Clerk indicated that it should be accompanied by evidence that this was a 

danger to road safety. 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that an application be submitted to the County Council under the Local 

Highway Improvement Initiative for 2017/18 for the resurfacing of the 

footway in High Street, the precise extent of which to be determined; 

 

(b) that a contribution of 20% of the scheme cost be met by the Parish Council 

in the event of the application being successful; and 

 

(c) that Members be requested to supply the Clerk with any evidence of which 

they were aware regarding the extent of the problem and complaints that 

they had received from the public.  

 

 

95/16 DATE OF NEXT ELECTION 

 

Further to Minute No. 63/16(f), the Clerk confirmed that the District Council had decided 

to change the date of the next Parish Council election from 2020 to 2018 to coincide with 

their move to all-out elections instead of elections by thirds in that year.  An explanatory 

document published by the District Council had been circulated to all Members prior to 

the meeting. 

 

 

96/16 LANDFILL SITE – CONSERVATION SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 

Members’ attention was drawn to the issue by Woodford Waste Management of a 

Conservation Site Management Plan that had been produced for the landfill site after 

consultation with Natural England (copies of which had been circulated).   

 

Arising from a question by the Chairman as to whether the management plan would 

continue to apply if the site changed ownership, the Clerk advised that this was likely to 

be the case but that he would obtain confirmation from Woodford Waste Management, 

the current site owners.  District Councillor Bucknell mentioned that he would also raise 

this point at a forthcoming meeting of the Landfill Liaison Group that he chaired. 

 

 

97/16  FACEBOOK ACCOUNT 

 

Further to Minute No. 63/16(g), the Chairman reported that the working party 

investigating the creation of a Facebook account for the Parish Council had met again and 

that the meeting had also been attended by County Councillor Tew and the person who 

maintained the Council’s website.  The latter had now established a Facebook account for 

the Council but this was not yet operational. 

 

Members were informed that Councillors Ms Gifford and Dr Withams had agreed to be 

the administrators for the account and had already drafted a number of postings for the 
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page.  A social media policy that had been drafted by the Clerk had been considered by 

the working party and would be recommended for approval by the Council at its next 

meeting. 

 

RESOLVED 

 (a) that the Facebook account be opened with immediate effect; and 

 

(b) that Councillors Ms Gifford and Dr Withams be authorised to act as 

administrators for the account with the authority of the Chairman sought 

for all articles to be added to the account. 

 

 

98/16 CCTV POLICY AND CODE OF PRACTICE 

 

The Clerk reported on the need to adopt a revised policy and code of practice for the 

CCTV system in use at the Parish Centre following changes to the guidance issued by the 

Home Office.  A policy was submitted for Members’ consideration, copies of which had 

been circulated prior to the meeting.   

 

In addition, the Clerk reported that the Council should register with the Information 

Commissioner as a data handler which would cost £35 per annum. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that the CCTV policy submitted by the Clerk be approved and adopted by 

the Council; and 

 

(b) that the Clerk be authorised to register the Parish Council with the 

Information Commissioner as a data handler. 

 

 

99/16 LONE WORKER ARRANGEMENTS 

 

Further to Minute No. 74/16, the Clerk submitted a report (copies of which had been 

circulated to all Members) on options for the remote monitoring of the Council’s lone 

workers.   Although this could be undertaken by other members of staff, the Clerk 

pointed out that this would create additional work and would be difficult to manage with 

employees working different hours.   

 

Investigations had been undertaken with two companies regarding the external 

monitoring of employees’ whereabouts.  Both companies could monitor employees 

remotely through an individual employee’s mobile phone.  Different levels of support 

were available depending on the type of handset with costs varying over the length of the 

contract. 

 

Although the costs quoted by Skyguard were marginally more expensive than those 

offered by the other company mentioned in the report, Councillor Parker reported that the 

company was used by Hinchingbrooke School where he was employed and the school 

had been very satisfied with the service that they had provided. 

 

Members accepted that the Council had a duty of care to its employees and therefore 
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RESOLVED 

 

that arrangements be made to enter into a 5 year contract with Skyguard for the 

monitoring of the Council’s employee lone working activities.  

100/16 WORKWEAR FOR HANDYMEN 

 

The Chairman proposed that suitable workwear be provided for the Handymen denoting 

that they were employed by the Parish Council.  This had arisen from a recent incident 

when there had been a flurry of postings on the village Facebook page about the 

Handymen working in Orchard Close playground. 

 

The Clerk pointed out that the Council had a duty to provide personal protective 

equipment and clothing for its employees but that the Handymen had tended to use their 

own clothing from previous employments.  The Chairman suggested that in addition to 

complying with the Council’s requirement to provide PPE for its employees, standardised 

clothing with suitable wording or a logo would help identify the Handymen  as being 

employed by the Parish Council. 

 

Under the circumstances, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the principle of supplying workwear with a suitable logo or wording be 

accepted and the Clerk requested to submit a further report on the type of design 

to be used. 

 

 

101/16 MONTHLY SURGERIES 

 

Members were reminded that a member of the public had asked a question at the Open 

Forum following the previous meeting of the Council as to whether the Parish Council 

had considered holding a monthly surgery at the Library.  It had been agreed that the 

matter would be placed on the agenda for discussion at this meeting. 

 

Members noted that County Councillor Tew already held surgeries at Warboys Library 

on Saturday mornings every two weeks and a number of Members suggested that if the 

Parish Council was represented at the Library, this could increase the public’s perception 

of the Parish Council and an awareness of individual Members. 

 

Several Members indicated that they were prepared to be present at the Library on a 

Saturday morning on a rota basis and it was suggested that this be introduced for a trial 

period of three months on alternate Saturdays from 10.00 a.m. to 12 midday. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Clerk be requested to prepare guidelines and a rota with a view to 

surgeries being held every two weeks at the Library on Saturday mornings with 

effect from October to coincide with the surgeries held by County Councillor 

Tew.  
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102/16 CLOSURE OF STATION ROAD FOOTWAY 

 

Councillor R Payne drew attention to a notice that had been placed on site in the footway 

in Station Road near the entrance to the new development indicating that the footway 

would be closed for two years to facilitate site traffic.  As there wasn’t a footway on the 

other side of the carriageway, Members were informed that several members of the 

public had expressed concern about safe access for pedestrians while the footway was 

closed, especially as this was used frequently by parents walking children to school in the 

village. 

 

The Clerk reported that he had been trying to obtain information from the local Highways 

Supervisor about the situation without success and that he would endeavour to ascertain 

from either the County Council or the developers as to what alternative provision was to 

be made.  

 

 

103/16 INVITATIONS TO ATTEND MEETINGS 

 

Members considered invitations to attend the following meetings:- 

 

(a) Cambridgeshire ACRE AGM and Open Afternoon at Ely on 27th September; 

 

(b) Information sharing and networking event organised by Future East’s Forum for 

Older People on health and well-being, digital inclusion and living at home at 

Histon on 17th October; and 

 

(c) Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Branch of CPRE AGM at Madingley on 15th 

September. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that the Clerk be authorised to attend the Cambridgeshire ACRE AGM; 

and 

 

(b) that Councillor Mrs Tavener be authorised to attend the Future East’s 

Forum. 

 

 

104/16 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

The Clerk reported that the following items of correspondence had been received since 

the previous meeting and indicated that he would arrange for them to be circulated to 

Members for information:- 

 

(a) Local Wildlife 

 

Summer edition published by the Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and 

Northamptonshire Wildlife Trust. 

 

(b) Countryside Voice 
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Summer 2016 edition published by CPRE. 

 

(c) Field Work 

 

Summer 2016 edition published by CPRE 

 

(d) Bulletin 

 

 August 2016 edition issued by the War Memorials Trust. 

 

 

105/16 OPEN FORUM 

 

The Clerk reported that a number of matters had been raised by a member of the public at 

the Open Forum following the previous meeting of the Council relating to Parish Council 

information in the Ramsey & Warboys Informer, monthly Parish Council surgeries, grass 

cutting near the New Road cul-de-sac entrance, a safety hazard on the A141 and the 

highway surface in New Road. 

 

 

106/16 ACCOUNTS 

 

(Councillor Mrs Cole declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in the following item as 

one of the payments was to her personally.  However as this was a formality for 

expenditure incurred, she remained in the room.) 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that the following accounts be approved:- 

                  £ 

 

M J Buddle  Salary – August 2016                    1,067.91                          

  

W E Batterbee  Salary – August 2016     950.67 

                                                

R Edwards  Salary – August 2016     232.40 

   

R Reeves  Salary – August 2016     968.53 

                     

Post Office Ltd. Tax & NIC – August 2016                        1,264.83                   

             

E.ON   Electricity supply - Parish Centre      88.00 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

Local Council Public Understanding Planning course   120.00 

Advisory Service  

 

ESPO   Miscellaneous supplies      80.78 

 

Mrs J Christopher Return of allotment deposit      25.00 
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Mrs J Cole  Reimbursement for water testing equipment    24.98 

 

Dyers of Warboys Play sand      212.50 

 

BKC Roofing  Repairs to Parish Centre roof    144.00 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement for purchase of printer cartridges   42.29 

 

Xerox UK Ltd  Photocopying charges       30.42 

 

Pelsis Ltd  Pigeonproof plastic spikes    307.20 

 

Total Solutions IT  Broadband – October to December         64.76 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer anti-virus protection – October          6.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer backup online - October       36.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer support contract –  October      30.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

Land Registry  Further Official Search for car park lease surrender     7.00 

   (The protection period for the first search has 

   Expired following delays by the District Council) 

 

Murco   Fuel (paid by direct debit)      50.45 

 

C J Ingle Ltd  Miscellaneous supplies      55.80 

 

D Watt Roadways  Roadway surfacing at Hallgate Allotments          2,220.00 

Ltd  

 

 

107/16 BUDGETARY CONTROL 

 

The Council received the budgetary control statement for August 2016, together with the 

list of Parish Centre bookings for that month, copies of which had been circulated to all 

Members.   

 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman.      
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